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been involved in this emergency before their training
or equipment was complete. In these circumstances
he offered to resign from the Admiralty (recom-
mending Mr. Runciman as his successor) and take
command of the British forces at Antwerp.
Kitchener approved and was prepared to make him
a Lieutenant-General; but other views prevailed, and
Rawlinson was sent instead. The German pressure
was increased, and three days after Mr. Churchill's
arrival all authorities at Antwerp concurred in the
withdrawal of the Belgian army. He left that night
for England. Yet his intervention had prolonged
the resistance of Antwerp and dislocated the German
time-table, though all that the public could see for
the moment was a spectacular performance by the
First Lord of the Admiralty ending in the fall of
Antwerp. A thousand casualties suffered by the
Royal Naval Division, to say nothing of about
fifteen hundred of its men interned in Holland after
retreating to Dutch territory, seemed an unhappy
ending to the expedition. There was a vague feeling
that Mr. Churchill's restlessness might be to blame,
that he was too much inclined to go and see things
for himself, that it was Sidney Street over again and
with far less satisfactory results. But the most
critical of English war historians has written that,
*' viewed in the perspective of history, this first and
last effort in the West to make use of Britain's amphi-
bious power applied a brake to the German advance
down the coast which just stopped their second
attempt to gain a decision in the West, It gained
time for the arrival of the main British force, trans-
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